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eA Plain Path-way Opened, &c. 


Friends and People, 
I Have bad a deepexerciſe upon my ſpirit concerning many who 


”— O—— 


are come to feel ſomething {lirring and moving in their hearts 

(thar is go0d} to bring theminto a {erious conſideration of 
their courſe of lite, and the inward ſtate of their Immortal Souls 3 
and when you have ſometimes begun to turn your minds to this 
00d thing that ſtirred in you, then have many doubcs ard objeRi- 
onsariſcnin you, leſt you ſhould be mi{-led, deceived, or deluded 5 
and leſt this thing that inwardly ſtrives. with you ſhould lead you in- 
to the Eronious-way of the Quakers, (as the Worlds Teachers calls 
ie) for they ſpeak, and write of, and bear a conſtant Teſtimony to 
ſomething that is in man, that calls upon him to repent, ard to turn 
tothe Lords ard und-r this very notion that ye have heard evil, 
and thought evil of that People; by the ſame rule you are apt to 
think evil of that which works in your own boſom to lead you out 
of Sin and Iniquityzand ſo ye are tempted to ſlight it,and to get ſome 
flghry name for ir, to call. it by, which Antichriſts Miniſters have 
many to afford you as to call it, A Natural Light, A Common 
Cift of che Spirit, but nota Saving Gift 3 Conviction of a Natural 
Conſcience , A Legal Work 5 yea, and many calls ir, The Devils 
work to diſturb the Soul of its Peace; and ſome, A Diadolical 
Light, &c. and thus when thou art brought to ſlight thac good 
Principle { that ſtrives with thee) under ſome ſuch name, thou 
Lers caſe again, for alittle while, and takes liberty roaCt againſt ir, 
and to doand fay that which this Principle doth in ſecret cond<mn , 
and then it riſeth again, and breaks thy peace, and brings ttouble 
and anguiſh upon thy Soul? and then up comes many doubts on 
the one band, ard doubts on the other hard, ard thy poor Soul is 
beſet and encompaſſed with doubts, and fears, ard jealouſies ; ſome- 
times thou fears thiou withſtands the Truth to thy own deſtruction , 
and ſometimes fears again its a deluſion, and thou ſhal: be deceived , 
and beſides thou firds many Learned men, and yor'idly-wiſe _ 
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that tell thee, that there is nothing good in thee; and here thou are 
in a great ſtrait, and ſabours under many ſorowfull thoughts, and ma- 
ny dovbtfu!l diſpurations ariſeth in chy windzthe Fleſh now irong= 
ly warreth againſt that which comes co diſturb it, and the Spirir 
{trongly watreth againſt that which reſiſts and rebels agairiſt ir, and 
theſe two are contrary, & theſe contrary things are botÞ inthee,and 
thou poor Creature muſt feel the ſtrogling of them both;% by reaſon 
of thy darkneſs, and doubts,and fears,thou ſcarce knows (or at leaſt 
with certainty) whichis right : now, in this ſtate and condition, 
how acceptable would a Meſſenger be, one of a thouſand, to ſhew 
unto ſuch a one that which might deliver his Soul from going down 
into the pit, and ſave his live from the Deſtroyer; (Jeb 32. 23.) 
And truly very many are in this {traitned tate in theſe dayes; for 
whoſe ſakes I am drawn into a deep exerciſe many times, by day, and 
by night, and my cry to God is, that his glorious Power may more 
and more atiſe to open theſe doors that are ſhut ard folded upon 
many ſuch, and to bring forth the impriſoned ſpirits-out of the 
Priſon- houſe, and out of che Bondage of this Spiritual Zgypr, where 
our Lord was and is crucified Spiritually . and that he may expel the 
clouds of darkneſs, in which the fears, and doubts, and queſtion. 
ings ariſeth; and that be may make a clear way in al ſuch for his 
Lighe to break forth out of obſcurity, in which be Anſwer to thoſe 
Doubts and Queſtions doth ariſe. 

And by that ſame ſpiric that labours with you, am I moved 
to ſend this forth unto you all, as a word of Exhoriation and Coun- 
ſel in the Name and fear cf the Lord God, by which as many as do 
rightly receive it, and make a true uſe and proof of ir, ſhall find 
help and benefit ; and ſhall know the mouth of the Queſtioner 
Nopped,and the Anſwer of Peace witneſſed co their Immor:al Souls, 
inthe Lords due time. And therefore, conſider this, That cvery 
good and per fett gift com:th from above, fromthe Father of Lights and 
Spirits, who would not the death of a Sinner, bur rather that he 
ſhould curn and live ; ardcheretore hath he out of his infinite love, 
and tender mercies tothe Sons of Men, prepared a way to draw 
nigh unto them, even while chey are in their Sins, which he doth 
not but thorow Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of the New-( ovenart, 
whom he hath freely given to be a Light unco the dark World; and 
that he ſhould Enlighten every one that cometh into the IVorld, jul.l.g, 
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of which number thou art one, whoever thou art, and art enlight- 
ned by Chriſt, though thou be yer darkneſs in thy ſelf, as the 
Fpheſians once were; yet the Light ſhineth in thy darkneſs, or elſe 
there would not be two contrary Natures and Seeds found working 
in thee asthereis; and this Light wherewith thou art enlightened 
is the the Life of 7eſws, Joh. 1. 4. which he hath given a Ranſom 
for man, andthat was not Natural, as ſome fooliſhly imagine : for 
if ir were Natural, it could not be a Ranſom for man out of Sin ; 
for the Sin to be Natural, and that which reproves it Natural, is 
con:rary to the Apoſtle, who ſaid, they two that warred in the 
Creature were contrary 3 and called the one F/rſb,or Natural , and 
the other Spirir, or Spiritual; and Chriſt Jeſus called that which 
ſhould Reprove the World of Sin, The Spirit of Truth; and An- 
tichriſt and his Miniſters calls it, 4A Natural inſufficient Light, &c., 
But know this, thou that art enquiring, that that in thee which 
doth make manifeſt things to thee that are reproveable, that's the 
Ligh: wherewith Chriſt Jeſus hath enlighrened chee withal, as the 
Apoltle of Chriſt ſaid in his Epiſtle to the Epbeſcans,chap.s. v. 13,14, 
and that Principle which leads thee to do or ſay ſuch things as thou 
art ſecretly reproved ſor in thine own Conſcience, that is the Dark- 
neſs, and the Enemy of thy Souls Peace, which, who walks in, doth 
not know whither he goeth - for thts doth miniſter a peace and plea- 
ſure to thee, and a delight to thy carnal mind for a ſeaſon 3 yet the 
other, to wit, the Light, the Reprover hath power to take away 
peace from thee again, and to judge thee, and to make that which 
was ſweet to thee to become bitter 3; ard the darkneſs, nor luſt nor 
vanity of thy mind cannot deliver thee frum this ſtroke, 

Now, that thou might be reſolved in ſuch a ſtate what to do, 
conſider, thou that haſt theſe ſtruglings in thee about the Light in 
_ thy Conſcience, whether it is true or no, or whether thou (halt own 
It or no, and art thinking in thy ſelf what is beſt for thee to do; 
whether to go on ſtoutly againſt it, or to ſubmic to it : I ſ:y, confi» 
der, if thou rebel againſt ir, thou can never know whether it would 
leadchee; as it was ſaid of old, fob 24. They that rebel againſt the 
Light, they know not the Way of it; fo that if thou doſt rake that 
courſe to rebel, that will but increaſe thy ignorance of the Way 
that the Light leads in, and makes it more terrible to thee every 
rime it doth appear in thee, till thou comeſt co that ſtate | an- 
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ob 24. 17. That the dawning of the Day will br 4s the Badow of death; 
for the more thou rebels again(t it, the more dark thou wi't daily 
grow, and ſo the leſs able to reſolvetby ſelf in thoſe doubrfull things 
that fill thy mind 3 but as darkneſs increaſeth in thee, ſs the power - 
of it will bind thee down, as a Chain, and ſmother every good de- 
fire in thee 3 and thus by rebellion againſt the Light, do ſome men 
loſe the very ſence and knowledge of it, and grows paſt feeling, and 
ſtrangers toir, thoughicbe inthem , for the cuſtom of Sin caketh 
away the ſence and the feeling of the burthen of itz but to youl 
wri:e that are not yet come to this ſtate of hardneſs of heart, but 
are brought daily into a ſence of the burthen of Sin 3 and that are 
ready to ſay, if you were but ſure that were the Truth and way of 
God which ſhews you your Sin, you would follow ir, and love it, 
and own it, but are kept off by doubts and queſlionings : Verily, 1 
ſay unco you, before theſe doubts be reſolved you mult try this, as, 
to your ſorrow you have tried the other, before you can be 
effetually informed 3 for Arguments will not do ſuitcienly in this 
caſe; thereforetry and prove what this Principle can do for thee, 
when thou obeyft it, which ye know hath power to condemn you, 
and break your Peace when you diſobey it : Why ſhould ye always 
be ſhut wp in unbelief, and in doubts, and fo kept from trying and 
proving the Light, as well as ye have proved the Darknefs, that fo 
ye might reap the fruit of it to Salvation, as well as you have done 
the fruit of the other unto Condemnation ? Oh, dear people, con- 
fider, ye cannot obey this Light of Chriſt Jeſus in your Conſcien- 
ces, but by taking up a daily Croſs to your own Wills, Luſts and 
AﬀeRions, for that is contrary thereunto , ard that which leads ro 
obey your Luſts, leads to diſobey the Light ; ard that which leads 
to obey the Light, thac crofſeth the I uits and vile Aﬀections, which 
are at enmity with the Light, and muſt by it be judged and con- 
demned 3 and that which leads thee to flight ir, and call it by ſome 
ſlighty name, that's alſo an Fnemy to it, and muſt be judged: by itz 
and fo, asth< Light comesto rule over thoſe thin;s in thee, which 
are enemies to it, thou wilt know that it will lead thee contrary to 
thy corrupt nature and as thou feeleſt therhing fo in thy (elf, thou 
wilt come t be wiſe; then choſe Texchers that have called ic a Na- 
raral high: ; for at which is NuturalleaCeth according to Nacurey 
but that which is Spiritual, leadech accordins to ihe Spirit, which 
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Apoſtle ſaid was contrary to the Le Bp warred againſt it 5 and ſo 
that objeRion will, by thy obeying the Light, come to be an{wered, 
far better then words and erguments could have aniwered it; and 
ſo likewiſe the ſufficiency of the Light chou wilc come 10 feel,it chou 
doſt not oppoſe it,but give up to be guided by is ; and wilt knoiy that 
it is able to deliver thee when thou art tempted, as weil as to judge 
thee when thou haſt yeelded to the Temper ; for thov knowlt alrea- 
dy that it is able to condemn thee when thou finneſt sgairft ir; bur 
thou cannot certainly know it ſufficient to give peace, aud to juitife, 
till thou obeyeft ic : Sothen, the plain Path-way to the anſwering 
thy doubts about the Principle of Truth in the Inward-par:s, is, by 
obeying of it, and yeelding to it 3 for they that do evil they grow 
into hatred againſt it, and it judges themz as they deny to obey 
the Light, ſo the Light denies ro juſtifte thew, and ſo coming juſtly 
under the condemnation of it, by reaſon of tranſgreſtion they grow 
afraidof it: Butalas, this doth but prove that it is ſent of God, 
for it doth Gods work , which is righteous ; For to jaſtsfie the 
Wicked, and to condemn the Righteom, beth theſe are an abominaiton 
ta the Lords, and fo is it with his Witneſs in thy own C onſciecce, 
which Ged hath placed there ro besr witneſs for him concerning all 
thy aQions whether they are goodor evil; and thou thy (elf, who- 
ever thouart, whether high or low, richor poor, profeſſor or pro» 
phane, ſhalc confeſs unto this, that this hath never condemned thee 
for that which was good, nor born witneſs againit thee for that thou 
walſt nct guilty of. 

And therefore all you that have been hurried and tefſcd with 
Coub:s and queſtionings about the Truth, come hearken to the 
Counſel of Ged, at this time once more ſounded forth: unto you 
ſrom h's Spirit, by a Servant of his without you, and anſwered by 
the meaſu:e of his good Spirit within you, which hath the ſame 
voice ard cry in you, for Obedience to what is made manilelt of 
God itt you 3 obey the Light, and ye ſhall ſee daily more of ir, rill 
it kreak forth as a morning, unto thee, and till ir ſhines unto a per» 
ft day; yea, aday of gladneſs and rejoicing to thy poor diftreficd 
Soul. 

Gh, rife thou that fits ſforrowing, and thou that art crying 
out in ſccret, becauſe of the bords and fetrers that are yet upon 


thee : Ariſe, ariſe, I ſay inthe Name of the Lord God of $:on, who 
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draws nigh to thee by his quickning Spirit, and hearkento his voice, 
who faith to the Po Po forth; and tothe bowed down. Ariſc; 
and to the feeble ones, Pt on ſtrength, and follow me ,, I will con fomnd 
your Foes, and break the ſtrength of your Enemies, as I hive dine for 
my People, who have forſaken all to follow mr, and they me, ſo will [ 28 
for you : and if ye in uprighineſs walk befcre me, ava keep my Co- 
want, & they have done, no power 6r ſtrength of the Enemy with- 
5n or without ſhall be too hard for you, And when the Lord doth thus 
ariſe in your Souls, and ſtir up his own pure Witne's, and his Arm 
awakens in you, and his pure Light breaks forth 3 oh, what conſo- 
lation is it to you, and how have many of you ſeen your vain donbt= 
ings expell:d, and aclcer convincemert hath prevailed upon your 
ſpirits concerning the way of Gods and at ſucha time you have 
begun to reſoive to follow the Lord in his puxe Way of Holineſs, 
thus opened unto you in the Light, though to the loſs of all z and 
though it be to the bearing your part of che great reproach that 
lies upon them that loves him more then their lives; and at ſuch a 
timethere was felt a ſecret joy in a hidden ground in your Souls, 
and the ſeed of the Kingdom that had been long buried up, began 
toſpring up in you, in which Seed your Souls felt ſome touchings 
of that Heavenly Life and Joy, which for the time excecded all 
things that this World could afford; ard whenſoever ye come to 
feel this refreſhing dew upon your Souls, then take heed and wait 
ſingly in the ſence ot it, keep your eye to the joy that is now let 
before you in Chriſt Jeſus, the Seed 3 for if you lec your mind; 
wapder, and your eyes gad abroad, there be objects on every 
hand to lead you out from your Souls beloved, and co bring you to 
defile your hearts, and make your ſelves an unfit pace of relidence 
for him whois holy and pure, and will not dwell, nor take delight 
in a polluted Temple 3 bur will withdraw himſelf, as he did from 
Iſrael of 0!d, and from their Temple, when i was polluted and pro- 
phaned: And beſides, when your minds are taken hold of by any 
of the corruptable things inthis changable World, there will pre- 
ſen:ly kindle a deſiring, longing, and luſting after tae enjoyment of 
thoſe things, thoagh contrary to the will of God; andthen next 
the Reaſoner and Conſulter gets up in thee, and ſtarts a queſtion : 
May not I enjoy the Lord and this? May not I keepin the Way of 
Truth, and yer do this or that thing which ay heart defireth 4 n 
thous 
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chough it be not perfetly A tothe Truth made manifeſt in 
me 3 yet I will have my will, my luſt, my defire ſatisfied but this one 
time, and that's not much, fſaich che Conſulrerz and this is but a 
ſmall matter, there be others chat do grearer things then this , and 
ſuch like reaſonings enters the mind, and this grieves and vexeth 
that good and righteous tender Spiric that moved in thee, and 
brings a weight and oppreſſion upon the pure in chee,and that with- 
draws it felf again from thee, in which thy Light did ariſe unto 
thee, and ſo a night comes upon thee z for where che Serpent can 
bring any to make 2 queſt1on of obeying the Truth, he is as ready 
to frame an Anſwer, as tu beg:: the Queſtion 3 but his anſwer al- 
wayes comes with a Liber:y ard perſwaſlion todiſobey, as it did by 
Eve in (he beginning z and when tr..nſgreſlioa is finiſhed, chen death 
enters upon thee with its dark power, and manifold ſorrows 
peirceth chy poor ſoul] 3 though the t-ui: was deſirable to be eaten, 
yer now it 1s eaten, thou cannot come at lite, ro eat of hat too, 
though thou detireſt it; but art driven ouc, and kept out with a 
flaming ſword that twrns every way agariiſt thre: And heces now a 
ground laid for doubts and queſtioning ot a higher nature chen be= 
fore, to ariſe in thee; for before thou duubced of the Truth it ſelf, 
whether it were the Truch, but now having caſted of it, and recet- 
ved a convincement of it, and yer let forth thy mind from it after 
other Lovers,-and thy ears after the vdice of the Adultereſs, and ſo 
cauſed the pure Light to withdraw from thee, chorow hy rebelli- 
on : now thou defireft thou might but ſee again what thou haft ſeen, 
and feel again what thou haſt felr, but doubts and fears that thou 
ſhalt never ſee, nor feel, nor enjoy the like again: and now thou 
wiſhelt, oh, that thou hadſt ſtood in the croſs to thy own wili, and 
that thou hadit denied thy {elf, that thou might not chus have loſt 
the ſight and ſence of thy Souls Beloved. And now thou ſeeſt, by 
wofull experience, whence doubts, and fears, and ſorrows do ariſe, 
eventhy joyning with the Enemy, who brings forth reaſons againſt 
the obedience to the Light: And therefore now hearken to that 
which remains in thee, though darkneſs and forrow doth encom- 
paſs thee; yet there is ſomething remains, which gives thee a ſence 
of thy ſtate and condition, and makes thee to know thy loſs and 
want, hear the voice of this, and this will humble thee, and bring 
thee into true brokenneſs of heart, and contriteneſs of ſpirit 3 and 
as 
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as thou comes to know that ſtate, then thou haſt ſomething to offer 
ro the Lord of his own preparing, which will be far more acceptable 
ro him then a multitude of words and performances and duties, (fo 
called; ) and asthou in the true lowlineſs of mind dait come be- 
fore the Lord, and offers up this offering, God will hear in Heaven, 
and will anſwer the cry of the poor and nerdy Soul that cannot be 
{atisfi:d without his preſence ; and he wi!l remember h's mercics of 
old (which never fail) for his ſeed ſake which is not yer brovghe 
forth in thee : And when God doth again ſhine torth unto thee, and 
make bis Power known, thou muſt expect it mult be in judgment, 
becauſe of the tranſgreffion thou haſt gone into, that he may con- 
ſume that in thee which led thee into the Sin, trom bis pure Law, 
which is Light, for Zr z redeemed by jwdgment : And therefore 
rake heed leſt chou be offended at his appearance; take heed thar 
thou limit not the Holy One; bur it his appearance be with wore 
ſharpneſs and bitrerneſs to the carnal part then before, 1: 15 but juſt 
ic ſhuuld be to, Jt i the Lord, let him do what he will. he {ces more 
cauſe now then before, by how much more thou haſt ſinned againit 
his goodnefs ; but buw to his Judgments, Bear his Indignaiton, (as 
Aicah (aid ) becauſe thou haſt ſinned againft-them, Niic 7. 9. Ard as 
thou yeeds to his righreous | udgement, thou wilt know the coming 
co the midit of them, in which rhe wercy & remembred and made ma- 
niteſt ; and therefore the haſty and impatient, that flees the Judg- 
ment as ſoon as it begins a little to appear in them, they never find 
the true deliverance, but gets eaſe another way, which lallech but for 
a mement 3 but they who comes to know a thoro:v work wrought in 
their Earth, and the Floor thorowly purged, they come to krow 
che true and laſting Peace to their lmmortal Souls; ard although 
this is not obcained by eaſe and liberry to the carnal mind, wbich 
mult die, yet the end Crowns all that holds out to ic, they are the 
{aved ones, as Chriſt ſaid, Afark 13.13. and they find the return- 
ing with ſhaves, as the Propher ſaid, Pal. 126. 5, 6. T hey that ſew 
in lears ſball rrapin Joy : They went forth (ſaid te) with weeping, 
ana bearing precious Seed, but they ſhall return with jcy, and bring their 
Sheaves Ard as Chriſt ſaid, They that for ſake father ard mother, 
wiſe and children, houſe cy lands, zea, or their own lives f y my ſake, 
ſhall have an hunared fold in this time, and inthe 3; 611d to came Lite 
E ver- 
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Everlaſting: Forſaking and Seif-denia) hath alwayes been the way 
to Life, and co true Bleſſedneſs, and is the way unto this day, And 
therefore all you who have wandered in your own ways, and have 
not yet learned to deny your ſelves of what is contrary to the Wit- 
reſs of God in your Contciences, but have deſires, and that ſtrong 
ones too, to keep and hold thac ſtill which the Light in you doth 
reprove, and yet have delires of Lite and Peace too; and ſoare in 
many doubts and (traits about theſe things, to you all this is the 
Countel of the Lord, ard the cry of his pure Spirit, Come out of 
th: Babyloniſh confuſion of your own thoughts, and touch not 
that which is unclean, and the Lord will reccive you ; and what 
God by his pure Spirit hath called unclean, let no man preſume to 
ca\l clean, end to joyn to it, leſt they be found fighting againſt God, 
and nouriſhing, and keeping that alive which God hath appointed 
to Cie and be deſtroyed , ye cannot ſerve two Maſters, ror pertake 
of the Table of the Lord and the Table of Devils. Oh, feed-not 
that birth that hungers after evil things, and delights in them ; bur 
what is for ſamine, let it be famiſhed; and what 1s for the Sword, 
let the two edged Sword that goeth out of the mouth cf the faith- 
full and true Witneſs cut it down, (Rev. 1. 16. and 3. 14.) and ſo 
thou may ſee the Giants in the Land ſlain before thee by ore that is 
mighty ro deliver, and to bring thee out of this Spiritual Egypr 
with a bigh hand : but this thou cannot come to witneſs, but by 
dilizent tollowing bim, and if chou willingly yeelds to his gentle 
&rawings when thou feelſt them in thy heart, thou wilt find them to 
be cffcual and profitable to thy Sou), and the more thou follows 
him, the more thou wilt feel his goodneſs break in upon thee for 
thy encouragement, and the leſs thou wilt doubr of bis love and 
mergy in leading thee ſtill farther, even unto the end, and unto that 
R eft which wiil ſatisfie thy Soul. 
Therefore lay aſide all Conſultations that are againſt thy Obedi- 
ence to the Gift of God in thy heart, which reproves Sin 1n thee , 
and givenot way to vain and needleſs doubts about ir, but as thou 
find that thou haſt been condemned and judged in thy diſobeying 
of it 3 now try and prove whether by taking up thy daily croſs, and 
obeying of it in thy words and aQtions, andin all things, if thou 
doſt not find the anſwer of ſweet peace and joy; and when thou - ' 
nc 
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find it ſo, then will there be no more room for doubts and queſtion= 
ins againſt thy obeying of it 3 but ag any queſtions or doubts doth 
ariſe in thee, or ſhall be caſt in thy way by any without thee, thou 
wilc feel the anſwer of ir in thy ſelf to thy refreſhing, and ſo thou 
wilt come to wicneſs the effeRual opperation of it daily in thy Soul 
ro work thy change and eranſlation our bf thy felf into it ſelf, and 
ſo thou wilt come not only to know the Light in thee ; for thar one 
may do and peri(h, ( For this is the Condemnation, that Light is come, 
and not loved) but thou wilt know that thou arc in the Light, and 
walkeft there with God, and in the holy Fellowſhip, where thou 
feelſt rhe Lord near thee in his Light, and his Reward-is with him : 
and ſo coming to walk and dwell in the Light, thy converſation is 
now in Heaven, as the Saints of old was, and thy unity is witneſſed 
with the Father and the Son, as theirs was, who ſud, If we walk in 
the Light aa he us in the Light, they had fellowſhip with him ; and if 
any ſaid they had fellowſhip, ana walked in Darkneſs (which all Sin» 
ners do, for Sinis the work of it) ſach, they ſaid, w:re Lyars : And 
ſuch as walks in the Light, as he is in the Lighs, ſuch comes co know 
the Blood that cleanſeth and walheth from the Sin, ard from all 
unrighteouſneſs; and ſuch as feels this work wrought in chem are 
brought into ſuch a knowledge of the blood of Chrilt, char chey 
need not doubt about ic, nor have no occaſion to raiſe a queſtion, 
where it is, or what ic is, nor what the efficacy of it is , for having 
the work and witneſs of the Blood in them, this forchwith reſolves 
all doubts that would ariſe 3 and fo likewiſe thole that comes to 
know the Light in all things to be their Guide to lead out of Dark- 
neſs, and Sin, and Imperfe&ions, and to bring into the Inno 
cent and Blameleſs Converſation which becometh Saints, and 1v 
come to know their footſteps direfted before the Lord, ſuch have 
done doubting and queſtioning about PerfeRion; for ſuch ſees thac 
which is perfe& to be come, and they from the belief which they 
have of attaining it, are labouring to conform themſelves unto that 
rule, and endeavouring afcer it no: as the carnal Profeflors, (who 
lay they labour after a Conqueſt over their Sins, with a belief they 
ſhall never attain it while they live 3) but chey ſo run that they may 
attain, and have the true hope in them, which chey that have, are 
purifying themſelves as he is pure, thact is their hope, as 7obn ſaid, 
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He that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf as God is pure, that ſo» 
Even as ke was inthy preſent World, ſo they may be alſo : and ſo here 
the Subſtarce wil! come, and: will cauſe the {tadow to flee, and 
will anfiwer «ll thy Doubrs and Quefiions far beyond what Argu- 
ments can do. 

. And again, the many doubts and diſputations that have ariſcn 
about ihe ReſurceRion, as thou comeſt to be faithfull in the daily 
Crols, that doch fliy and crucifie that nature in thee that hath re- 
ſiſted che Truth, and he!d the Seed in bondage 3 as that comes to 
diz, and to be bur:ed dowa in the true Baptiim into Cbriſts Deaih, 
thou wit feel the Pure to ſpring up in thee, and thou wit be made 
a partaker of the ncw Lie. :nd the. true ReſurreQion, which 1s 
Chriſt, and all thac are in him are in the ReſurreRion, and in the 
Lite, forhe ſad, / am the Reſm reftion and the Life, he that telieveth 
en me, 1» ughbe were dgad. yer ſhalt he live 3 and this living to God, 
in the Sp.c.t of his *cn, is the firſt ReſurreRtion, which whomſo- 
ever comes to witneſs, the ſecond death bath no power over them, 
but they come to know rhe thing as it is in Jeſus, and their doudts 
are all anſwered about :hat #lſo; for he that knows a death and Re» 
ſurreR on at er this manrer, To be dead to Sin, and 10 be riſen with 
Chriſt Jeſus inthe new Life, even while they are in this earthly Ta- 
bernacle, b.fore icis d flolv.d, ſuch will never queſtion their ap- 
rearing at the [udgment Seat of God after it is diſſolved, but do 
believe it with joy and gl:dneſs; and hath a fervent hope concern- 
Ing the Reſurrection of che dead, and have their expeRation un'o 
God in that matter, that he wiil, according to his Promiſe, raiſe 
«hem up at the laſt-day, and will give unto every Seed his own Eo- 
dy, even as p.eaeth him; and the Creature is not carefull then 
about ſuch tooitih queſtions and doubts, as to enquire what man- 
ner of body. God will give them, but leaves it;to the Lord in full 
faith that he wil raiſe chem up, according tothe: Scriptures : and 
ſohere all chy doubrs will flee away, and are anſwered with thac 
that ws b:tfure them, as it comes to rule in the Creature,and Death 


that 1s the root and ground of them comes to be ſwailowed up in the 
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And fv, as thou feels thy part in this ReſurreRion, all the doubts 
and fe..rs of thy own condition will be anſwered effeRualiy, which 
| Can- 
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cannot otherwiſe be anſwered, ut. that good Spirit of God that 
ſtrives wich thee, which, when ic doth prevail with thee, and thou 
becomes ſubjeR to ir, then it witneſſeth for thee 3; for that there.is 
a ſtare in which there is a danger of falling away, thy daily expe- 
rience teacheth thee to thy ſorrow; ard belides, Chriſt ſaid, Every 
Lranch in me that beareth not fruit muſt be cut «ff , and the many 
examples in Scripture of them that departed from the Faith, and 
made ſhipwrack of it, and turned with the Dog to the vomic, and 
the Sow to the mire, doth ſufficiently prove ic3 and if thou doſt 
ſtand, it is by Faith, and thou muſt take heed, and ſo mayſt thou 
come to the Crown, and Seal, and Aſſurance, and an Eſtabliſhment 
in the Kingdo:n, where thou ſhalt no more go forth, but ſhall have 
thy Souls delire anſwered, 

And when thou comeſt ro know this ſtate, and to receive this 
White Stone that hath the Name within, thou wilt then be with- 
out doubr or fear, given up in the will of God to do and - to (uffer 
all things, according to his bleſſed will: and herets tre rrue and 
perfe&t Relt to thy Soul whoever thou art, that are now labouring 


11 the Iron Furnace of thy own thoughts and doubts, in the whictr 


the more thou givelt thy telf up cherero, the darker thou arr, and 
the f.ller of doubts ; for they will beger and multiply one ano- 
ther; and the more thou reaſons againlt obeying Gods Witneſs in 
chy heart, the lcſ5 able thou art to obey ir, bur the little ſtrength 
which God pives thee, thou con{ules ic awzy, ard then when- thou 
would(t be {trorg thou becom'ſi feeble 5 and when chou wou'dſt in 
ſome meaſure obey, thy own confultation3 iftand; in the way, and 
hinders thee 3 and the more thou ircreaſelt in know'edge in this 
tare, the more thou increaizſt thy forrew and condemnation; {0 
thit ſometimes thon art ready to wiſh thou had never known fo 
much of Truth; and fomerimes wilthes thou knuy more concern- 
ing ſuch a Point, or ſuch a Doftrine, or {uct + Scripture, or 
ſuch aVyt.e:y, ard art apt ro think, becauie tou art yer igno» 
rant in fome things relating to Truth , therefore thou arc the 
more excu{.bleif thou bediſcocdient : but al:s, poor ſoul,” confi- 
der, the wav to know more 15 £0 be obecic::t to a !ittle vi ch thou 
haſt received, and then ihet miſt :nd teg of thy owa wite'rbfulneſs 
will vaniih away from betore theeye of tty mind 4 £6: it is that 
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which hinders good things from thee, and mak'ſt thee go daily 
with a burthen upon thy ſhoulders, and a guilt upon thy Conſci- 
ence, and thou canſt not, in no caſe of thy neceſlities, come be- 
fore the Lord with an open face, bur art covered ſtill with thine 
own iniquities ; and in this ſtate thou knowelt neither Sabbath, nor 
new Moon, nor Holy-day to the Lord z but all labour, toyl and 
travcl, and weariſomnels of ſpiric, till many even comes to wiſh an 
. end of cheir dayes, and yet are in great fear that the end will be 
worſe too. Oh, how my Soul pitties you whoſe ftite this is, andI 
have a great ſympathy with your ſorrows, and i: bowels of tender 
love am I drawn forth to reach out a hard to hclp you, as one that 
haih obtained mercy to know deliverances, and iy witti:'s rhe way 
of ir, and have theteſtimony of God in my heart rg witneſs forth 
the coming of the Saviour to the poor and needy Souls, tothe re- 
lieving of them, and comforting of them ; and my Suuls delice is, 
that your bonds might be broken, and your Souls m ght eſcape3 
but thisI ſay, inthe Name of che Lord, to you all, there is no way 
for your deliverance but your giving up in {ingle obeXence to that 
fairbfull and crue Witneſs of God which firs and moves in thee 
againſt thy ſins3 ard therefore wait thou to feel thy mind and will 
ſubje&ted thereunto, that thou mayſt feel thy ſelf to be on: of thoſe 
willing people, in this the day of Gods Power; and ceaſe from 
thy reaſonnings againſt thy obeying the Trurh, and from ſaying 
thou cannot, thou wants power, and when God gives thee Grace 
then thou wilt obey, for theſe ſayings are in vain ; for though it is 
t1ue none can obey the Lord but by his Grace and Power given 
unto them, yet he hath made his Grace, even that which bringeth 
Salvatiis, 10 appear unto all men, as in Titus 2.11. and it hath ap- 
peared unto thee, and ia thee ro whom I write, and is a Reprover 
in thee, ard thou muſt turn to that that ſmites thee, and then 
thou turns to the Grace of God : for its his Grace that 
ftrives with thee to lead thee out of the evi! that ic reproves tn 
thee, and ſo out of the World that lies in the evil, up to God 
from wherce the Grace cometh; for whoſoever doth give up to 
the drawings of the goo Spirit of God thac moves in them, and in 
obedience thereto dodeny themſelves of their own wills, and luſts, 


- and evildeiires, and pleaſures, ſuch wants not power, but feels him 
rear 


( 15 ) | 
near them that works the willingneſs firſt, and then the deed accor- 
ding to his pleaſurezand ſo the glory comes alone to be his; and then 
thou knoweſt the Myſtery of the Croſs, and how it is the Power of 
Gcd, which all that rejeRts the Croſs complains for want of : And 
ſo, ſolong as thou liveſt in the Croſs thou livelt in the Power, 
and thy obeying is calie, and all things are poſſible to thee thorow 
itz andas long as thou art daily dying to that which is corcuptible, 
thou feeleſt the more Life, and Joy and pleaſure in that which is 
Everlaſting, and thy deſires grow more and more fervent, after a 
full and perfeRt injoyment of it, inthe pure unity of Spirit: And 
thoſe deſires growing ſtrong in thee, ic grows a lighter thing to 
thee to part with that which binders, though it be thy boſom fins, 
rhy Delilahs and Darlings, yet all muſt go for the love thou haſt to 
Truthz and ſuch only as have this love, and continue in ir, are 
counted worthy to be Heirs of the Kingdom of God ; for ſo long 
as any thing be hugged and loved betides the Lord, if the Lord 
ſhould manifeſt his Love to thee, thou would play the Harlot, and 
abuſe his Mercies, and cleave to thy old Lovers, as Iſrael! of old did, 
that was after the Fleſh : and therefore, think it not ſtrange to be 
brought thorow manifold tryals, that thereby thou mayſt be 
purged ard prepared as a Bride for the true Husbznd Chriſt Je- 
ſusz for there is many that deſires acquaintance with him, but 
are not firted for hims they muſt be waſhed firſt, and trimmed 
firſt, anc mult put off che vile Raiment firſt, and muſt come to 
know the white Linnen put on 3 and while this work is doing, 
what need of patience and quietneſs of Spirit is there 3 what need 
of ſubjecion to the workings of that holy Spirit in all things, that 
thou may not be ſetting limits and bounds to that which muſt bound 
and limit thee in all things 3 nor ſay in thine heart, if my trials were 
but ſo, or my exerciſes ſo or ſo, I could then bear them ; but rather 
ſubmit in all things willingly to do and ſuffer, and to betried and 
exerciſed, even as it pleale the Lord to order, or ſuffer thee to be 
trieds and in all his dealings ſay, with the good man, Ir is the 
Lord, let him «4; wat he will with thiey and whoſcever gives up 
thus to hir!, !1ough he flay them, yet ſhall they live; though he 
wound them, ye: he will heal them again : Therefore learn pati- 
eice and ſtilneſs of mind, for by taking though: chou can add no 
thing 
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ir work : I Remember J/-ael of old;who were commanded 
to ſta {ee the Salvation of God in their greateſt ſtrairs, 
andth Ngure guito thee; and $0.40 bs Light read thy 
figure, and wait fort anc 2, thet "Far ic may bring - 
forth peace gnd rell to.chy Ta:myrtal Soul, and may ſet up righte- 
ouſneſs in thy Earth, which is thac'I cravel afcer, on the bebalf 
of all diſtrefled and atiiited Souls every where, to wht Iam a 
Friend and well-wither , as. oue - knowing thelr trials, ſtraits, 
doubts ard beſettings; and ao, thorow the rich love of God in 
Chriſt Ty w:ineſs the .defivering, anſwering and fſatisfying- 
Life made iteſt and revealed in its own Eternal Light, which 
lighteth every man; and in rrue deſire that you may all know the 
ſame, ard in diſcharge of my duty towards God and my Genera- 
tion, have 1 ſent forth this word of Counſel and Exhortati- 
on, and do remain inmy Reſt wich the Lord, being thus far clear 
of the Blood of all men, whether they hear or forbear;z and 
though in Bonds for the Goſpels ſake, yet the Lords Free-man, 
-5vAiting in patience and full aſſurance for Z;on's full Redemption. 
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"Tþ\wich Cimy-Geal this Knows by the name, 


34 Moneth, 1668. Rs 
| Stephen Criſp. 


THE END, 
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